[A case of severe necrotizing cellulitis caused by group G Streptococcus dysgalactiae subsp. equisimilis].
Group G streptococcus (GGS) is infrequently associated with severe invasive soft tissue infection and toxic shock syndrome. A 74-year-old woman with a history of lymphedema of the lower extremities after surgical and radiation therapy for uterine cancer and diabetic mellitus and admitted for swelling of the right leg, fever, and dyspnea. She presented with shock and necrotizing cellulitis of the right lower extremity. Laboratory tests showed leukocytepenia, acute renal and liver dysfunction, and muscle damage. She rapidly developed multiple organ failure and necrotizing cellulitis. A swab from skin vesicle, throat, and blood culture grew Group G Streptococcus dysgalactiae subsp. equisimilis. Despite endotoxin hemoadsorption therapy, administration of antibiotics, and intravenous immunoglobulin, she died 9 days after admission due to toxic shock syndrome caused by GGS. The M-protein gene (emm) typing of GGS isolated from both blood and skin lesion showed stG 485.0. Three virulence genes, sagA, slo and skcg, were detected from GGS isolated from them.